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And in an address to Catholic teachers during his visit to England in 2010, His Holiness stated: 

As you know, the task of a teacher is not simply to impart information or to provide training in 
skills intended to deliver some economic benefit to society; education is not and must never be 
considered as purely utilitarian.  It is about forming the human person, equipping him or her to 
live life to the full – in short it is about imparting wisdom.   

… 

It means that the life of faith needs to be the driving force behind every activity in the school, so 
that the Church’s mission may be served effectively, and the young people may discover the 
joy of entering into Christ’s “being for others”. 

(Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Catholic Teachers, September 17, 2010) 

This philosophy of Catholic education, expressed in a growing number of documents and policy 
statements, guides the Catholic school in its functioning. Whilst it is accountable to the general 
community for the provision of quality education to young people, it is also accountable to the Church 
community for providing this within the context of the Gospel and its values as expressed in Catholic 
doctrine.  The Catholic school is more than an educative institution: it is a key part of the Church, and 
an essential element in the Church’s mission.  So too staff in the Catholic school are more than 
employees – they minister in the name of the Church and of the Gospel. 

All staff in the Catholic school have an indispensable role to play. It is expected of all staff employed 
in a Catholic school that they: 

(a) accept the Catholic educational philosophy of the school; 

(b) develop and maintain an adequate understanding of those aspects of Catholic teaching that 
touch upon their subject areas and other aspects of their work; 

(c) by their teaching and other work, and by personal example, strive to help students to understand, 
accept and appreciate Catholic teaching and values; 

(d) avoid, whether by word, action or public lifestyle, influence upon students that is contrary to the 
teaching and values of the Church community in whose name they act; 

(e) in relation to teachers, comply with the Accreditation Policy of the Catholic Education 


